
Derby Public Schools I Make A Difference Award Winners Announced at 
Board of Education Meeting on September 25

For the month of September, we had staff and volunteers who were submitted in combined 
nominations for their participation in the summer meal program. Over the summer, our Food Service 
Department took on the challenge of offering Derby Public Schools’ first ever district-wide summer meal 
program. Free meals were served in the cafeteria at Derby Middle School from June 5-July 28. Any 
child age 1-18 was able to come eat for free. There were no income requirements, address stipulations 
or registration. In 38 days, 7,028 meals were served, with the highest meal count for one day at 306. 
The I Make a Difference Award Winners for September are the staff personnel and volunteers who 
pulled off this tremendous effort. Staff receiving the award are Betty Carter, Billie Rush-Frye and 
Debora Fisher, with Angelika Koch as supervisor. Angelika had no idea how many people would show 
up to eat on the first day but she planned and prepared and was willing to work through any challenges 
in order to offer this program to the community. She even contacted the police and fire departments 
to help welcome families on the first day. Billie, Betty and Debora all jumped right in cooking, serving, 
taking out trash, doing dishes, cleaning tables, floors, bathrooms and anything else that came up. This 
group quickly formed a team that enjoyed their work, were fun to be around and created a positive 
experience of school food service for many kids and parents, many of whom were not in our schools 
yet.

In addition, four Derby High School AFJROTC student volunteers were a huge help: Jennifer Perry, 
Parker Bruso, Dylan Williams and Leah Wise. These students started out as “extra help” and quickly 
became a vital part of the success of the program. They worked hard, had fun and were great 
ambassadors for the district and lunch program. Food Supervisor Martha Lawson stated that, “Because 
of the positive experience amilies had, they will be more likely to eat school lunch when they reach 
kindergarten.” With great leadership, hard-working staff and dedicated volunteers, the atmosphere in 
the cafeteria this summer was pleasant and inviting. These individuals worked well together and made 
a difference in achieving a successful first summer meal program.

Betty, Billie, Debora, Angelika, Jennifer, Parker, Dylan and Leah – thank you for making a difference at 
Derby Public Schools!
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